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My constituents in western North 

Carolina demand action when it comes 
to lowering gas prices. And this Con-
gress can do something about it, but 
we have to open up new areas of explo-
ration, we have to increase refining ca-
pacity, and we have to invest in renew-
able energy sources that are clean, effi-
cient, and American solutions that 
make us self-reliant. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to 
how much time is remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 3 minutes. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. I would like to yield 21⁄2 minutes 
to Mr. DEFAZIO to respond to the last 
presenter. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. There are 36.9 billion 
reasons why we aren’t doing more to 
protect consumers today, why we 
haven’t filed the complaints against 
OPEC, why the Republicans voted 
against investigating collusion by 
OPEC, why the Republicans created 
loopholes in energy trading so that 
Enron could get rich—well, they went 
bankrupt, actually, but others can 
speculate in the market, driving up gas 
50 cents a gallon today. And they don’t 
want to close that loophole because 
their rich buddies benefit from it, just 
like their rich buddies in the oil indus-
try benefit from the lack of supply. 

But I was shocked to hear the gen-
tleman talk about needing to loosen up 
regulations in order to get more refin-
ery capacity. A few years ago, George 
Bush offered to let any oil company 
that wanted to build a new refinery 
build it on a closed military base and 
waive all the environmental laws. How 
many takers did he get? Big goose egg, 
zero, none. 

What did the head of Exxon Mobil 
say just 2 weeks ago? We’re not inter-
ested in building refineries; we’re doing 
just fine the way things are. They are 
restraining, and they have restrained 
over the last decade, refinery capacity 
in collusion to drive up the price. It’s 
yet another excuse to drive up the 
price. 

So they don’t want to build refineries 
and give relief to the American con-
sumers. They don’t want us to take on 
the collusion of OPEC because they’re 
making money off of it. They don’t 
want us to stop the speculation in the 
commodities market because Big Oil 
and big Wall Street are making money 
off it. 

And then they want to shift to this 
fatuous debate about ANWR. They 
know exactly how much oil is there, 
unlike anybody else in the world ex-
cept the one company that drilled the 
one proprietary well 25 years ago, 
they’re the only people who know if 
there is or isn’t anything there. But we 
do know underneath the former Na-
tional Petroleum Reserve, set aside by 
a much more far-sighted administra-
tion 70 years ago, there is a sea of oil 
underneath the National Petroleum 
Reserve. And Bill Clinton leased that 
to the oil industry because they were 

carping about the need for new places 
to go and drill for oil. Bill Clinton has 
been gone 71⁄2 years. How many pro-
ducing wells are there in the Naval Pe-
troleum Reserve? Goose egg, zero, same 
as the number of new refineries, goose 
egg, zero, because they’re making huge 
profits the way it is. Why should they 
give relief to the American consumers 
because relief means lower extor-
tionate profits for them. They have no 
intention of giving relief to the Amer-
ican people. This is a red herring. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY). 

Mr. MCHENRY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. And I appreciate 
the opportunity to respond to my col-
league and his utter fabrication about 
the history. 

Now, talk about rewriting history 
here; instead of complaining about the 
problem, we’re offering solutions. And 
I’m proud that I’m part of the solution. 
And that solution is to hold the oil 
companies accountable. That’s right, 
the gentleman is right about that. But 
I think we have to go a step further. 
We have to make sure that refineries 
can get online. The reason why they 
won’t build new refineries is that regu-
lation that this Congress supports, the 
trial lawyers as well, and the extreme 
environmental community that fund 
the left, and my colleagues on the left, 
they’re all about shutting down new re-
finery capacity. 

Beyond that, my colleague that just 
spoke is not for any exploration in this 
country whatsoever. And the American 
people know this, Mr. Speaker. The 
American people know that we need 
more supply of energy, and that will 
bring prices lower, not this rewriting of 
history that my colleague just issued. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield 20 seconds 
to the gentleman to respond, Mr. 
DEFAZIO. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. I thank the 
gentlelady. 

First off, it was the head of 
ExxonMobil, the most profitable indus-
try in the history of the world, who 
said he has no intention of building a 
refinery. He didn’t mention regulations 
or bureaucracy. He said they’re doing 
just fine the way it is, why would they 
build another refinery? And other CEOs 
of oil companies have said the same 
thing. 

It’s not bureaucracy or regulation. 
They didn’t take Bush up on his loop-
hole to put it on closed military bases. 
So that’s not the issue. Don’t try that 
stuff. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of the time. 

The gentleman from Oregon is a very 
good speaker and knowledgeable. He’s 
been here a long, long time. He said 
there are a thousand reasons why we’re 
out of energy and why we’re in the sit-
uation we’re in. I will say maybe 
there’s two less. You just take these 
two, though, out of that thousand, I 
don’t know how many he has left. But 

when we talk about who’s furnishing 
fossil fuels, and who’s furnishing nu-
clear energy, who’s furnishing clean 
coal, who’s furnishing solar. And no 
one has objected to this or no one has 
said it’s not so, 91 percent of the House 
Republicans have historically voted to 
increase the production of American- 
made oil and gas, while 86 percent of 
the House Democrats have historically 
voted against increasing the produc-
tion of American-made oil and gas. I 
don’t know where the other thousand 
are, but that’s the major reason we’re 
where we are today. 

They don’t want to drill here. They 
won’t let us drill off the coast of Flor-
ida. They don’t want to drill up in 
ANWR. Let me tell you something, we 
better be drilling on American soil or 
we’re going to have to send our Amer-
ican boys to take some energy away 
from someone. And that would be an 
absolute crime when we have plenty 
right here at home. It’s a shame we 
don’t use our own. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I would like to say 
that what we’re really discussing is the 
House Concurrent Resolution 366, mak-
ing science and math and technology 
education a priority. And I now would 
like to ask my colleagues to support 
and pass this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res 
366. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a concurrent resolution on 
the House of the following title. 

H. Con. Res. 309. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the District of Columbia Special Olympics 
Law Enforcement Torch Run. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 2162. An act to improve the treatment 
and services provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to veterans with post-trau-
matic stress disorder and substance use dis-
orders, and for other purposes. 

S. 2967. An act to provide for certain Fed-
eral employee benefits to be continued for 
certain employees of the Senate Restaurants 
after operations of the Senate Restaurants 
are contracted to be performed by a private 
business concern, and for other purposes. 
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